Frequently Asked Questions about Target Archery and Thrown Weapons

What is Target Archery?  What are Thrown Weapons?

Target Archery is the sport of shooting a bow and arrow at a non-living target.  It is distinguished from SCA Combat Archery in that we use actual points on the arrows and shoot into a relatively soft target.  

Thrown Weapons involves throwing weapons such as knives, axes, hurlbats, and spears at a wooden or other non-living target for competition.  Collectively, Target Archery and Thrown Weapons are sometimes referred to as “Live Weapons”.
Who is in charge of the range?

Live weapons activities cannot take place at an SCA event without an authorized Marshal present.  There will be at least one Thrown Weapons Marshal at the Thrown Weapons range and at least one Target Archery Marshal (also called a Ranger) at the Archery range.
Who can participate?
Just about anyone!  There is no combat authorization needed to participate in Archery or Throwing.

What about kids?

We encourage the youth of Trimaris to come and experience the sports of Archery and Throwing.  However, it is important to understand that like other Youth Combat activities, close adult supervision is needed.  The following rules apply to youth participation with live weaponry:

· A parent or responsible adult guardian needs to be at the range for each youth participating.

· The youth must be capable of responding to verbal instruction, and of safely handling the physical demands of the activity.

· The Marshals on the field can provide some instruction and will monitor range safety.  If a participant is unsafe, they will be asked to step off of the range.

Is loaner equipment available?

Most of the time, loaner gear will be available for Archery and Throwing.  This isn’t a guarantee, but most folks who participate in these sports acquire a few pieces of extra gear to drag along to events.
Are there any restrictions on equipment?

For competition, SCA archery requires equipment that fits the spirit of our period.  We try to be flexible on what this entails, so here are some basics.

· Bows should be recurves or longbows, and can be self-bows (all one material) or composite (layers of different materials like fiberglass and wood).

· Compound bows are NOT allowed.

· Arrows should be wood shafts with feather fletches.

· Plastic nocks are acceptable.

· Points should be field points or target tips.  No broadheads, blunts, or other tips which can cause excessive damage to the targets will be allowed.
Exceptions to these rules are made only for specific cases.  If it is your first shoot and the only thing you have is carbon-fiber or aluminum arrows, you will probably be allowed to participate.  However, you will be strongly encouraged to purchase appropriate arrows before your next tournament.

Have fun!
